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he house is situated on the lot is really key.

When vou have these views, that's really the
star, Everyvthing else you have becomes the

supporting cast.”

Years of renovations |
The couple went to wark on transforming

the 8,000-square-foot house and making ‘
it their own. Their lake style differs [rom

their Northern Virginia style in a way that I

captures the freshness and lushness of lile
on SML. ;

Instead of heavy carpets, drapes and
armoires that blocked windows, the
Marquezes favored hardwood or tile
llooring, a bright, clean appearance to
rooms and clear sight lines to the lake. They
apened up doorways and added skylights, as
well as hung artwork that befit their tastes
And while it didn't take long for this six-
bedroom, seven-bathroom home 1o begin to
show their tastes, the full renovation ook
several years.

The first room through the front door
was perhaps the most challenging to
revamp. When Dario and Wendy purchased
the home in 2011, this undefined space
embodied the personality that was originally
throughout the residence: muted colors

An undefined
space wos
transfarmed into o



and small doors that didn't capture of
the home’s expansive views of SML or the
laid-back sense of lake life. As Doherty
explains, the room was functional, but it
wasn't really working. It was a great room
that wasn't coming across so great.

So out came the six-foot-tall doors
that exited onto the deck; they were
replaced with 10-foot sliders that allow
you to see both the water and the sky
simultaneously, creating beautiful
horizontal and vertical panoramic views
of the lake. The first thing you see
today upon entering the home 15 a more
complete picture of the serenity and
allure of SML.

Completing this room involved two
rounds of furniture selection—the
Marguezes donated their first choices
of chairs and tables after Doherty was
hired—and from there, the room’s
signature came together. The light and
welcoming formality of the updated space
has made it the perfect spot for a grown-
up cocktail room, particularly while the
extensive family is visiting. The room
that long lacked an identity ultimately
became a showease for how this home
has been transformed, “It's more of a
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the home were purchased from exotic
locations such as 5t. Croix and Peru
Another painting, which hangs on the wall
of the revamped study, was commissioned
by the Marguezes and made entirely using
a stamp of the word “hope” that comes
alive with the striking face of a Latina girl.
A statue of St Francis watches over the
front door. Rare signed images from famed
German-born photographer Fritz Henle
grice one of the downstairs walls
Down the hall from the front door, the

Marguezes have a spacious bedroom with

ndow-lined sitting area that allows

absorb the views of the water

Hdercwood and tile flooring 1= spread

Thee spaciols
master suite
Hfeaiuresa

window:-lined
sitiing room;

otfering views ok
Ihe waler.




throughout, and the master bathroom

has plenty of elbow room. Five guest
rooms, including one suite that nearly
rivals the size and airiness of the master
bedroom, are on the lower level adjacent
Lo a recreation area. “We like 1o tell
people that we invite 1o our house, “You
really have vour own space.” You can walk
directly out to the lake, you have all the
amenities you need,” Dario says

The lower level boasts a fireplace with
an intricate iron screen surrounded by
leather furniture 1o create a cozy seating
area. Nearby, there’s also a card-game
table, rubber-floored exercise room,

a well-stocked wine cellar featuring
exposed brick and a tasting table, and a
wood-topped wet bar with eight chairs,
“I love having a bar—I love sitting at the
bar, | love entertaining at the bar,” Dario
enthuses,

The lower level spills onto a beautilully
landscaped yard. Snaking from the
exterior of the front doorway 1o the
backyard is a flowing water feature that
collects into a small pond just above the
sandy beach and spacious dock suitable
for entertaining, The water garden
was fully redone by Norman Tharpe,

Doherty Interior Design is a full-service interior design firm taking

projects of any size from concept to reality: residential, hospitality
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the award-winning owner of Water
Garden Designs by Tharpe, and features
waterfalls, creek beds and redesigned
ponds to enhance the property. “This new
artistic and tranquil design helps bring the
landscape to life, and creates a place for
relaxation and reflection for this beautiful
home at SML;” Tharpe says

The water features complement
the wooded surroundings, which are
distinetly different from the couple’s
Northern Virginia home. “Sitting here,”
Dario says, “1 feel like I'm a part of what's
outside. 1 feel like I'm experiencing the
nature.”

Most of all, Dario and Wendy have
created the cherished family getaway
destination that they sought from the
beginning, With the kids so spread
out—Ifrom New York and Chicago to
Virginia and South Carolina—family time
is particularly special time. During the
warmer months, the Marquezes spend
almost every weekend at the lake,

Each Memorial Day, Dario and Wendy
hold a family event they call “launch to
summer” around their flag pole by the
water, upon which hangs a flag that had
previously flown over the U.S. Capitol

Water Garden Designs
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NORMAN THARPE - OWHNER & DESIGNER SINCE 1984

34 Years experience proudly serving a 5 state
area including VA, NC, SC. GA. & TN.

norman@watergardendesigns.net

ns.nct

EXTREME LANDSCAPING - WATER GARDENS - OUTDOOR LIGHTING - OUTDOOR LIVING SPACES [
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES - SMALL PROJECT HANDYMAN

w. WaterGardenDesig



building. Members of Franklin County
High School’s ROTC program show up to
help the celebration. “The lake is fantastic.
Just being around the water, the kids love
it. It's full-time entertainment for them,”
Drario says. “That's why we came here,
because it gave them a chance 1o all be

together.”

One of Dario and Wendy's [avorite photos
is from their family’s visit to the lake,
where one kid tackled another, and then
others piled on until everyone was hlled
iess. It spoke

perfectly to what the couple was trying

with smiles and hapy

to achieve with their new home: family
time, serenity and a new place for lasting
memories. “Especially after living upin
Morthern Virginia, getting away to the
lake is so relaxing,” Dario says. “Your
blood pressure goes way down

[t's heautiful




