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“We wanted a house that was just comfortable and open,” says homeowner
Sandy Howell. “Everyone should feel welcome here!” In keeping with this
warm and friendly spirit, Sandy and Don Howell designed their home.

Sandy enjoys entertaining family and friends and is known to cook up

a storm in her well-equipped kitchen. Both large and inviting, it opens

up into the comfortable den. Here a fireplace, large-screen television and
overstuffed furniture provide a cozy setting to watch television and movies.
Just across the hall is a cheerfully-lit sunroom overlooking the gardens

and new outdoor space. All combined, this home offers just the right
ingredients to help make guests feel welcome.
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Before they decided to design and construct their custom
home, the Howells looked at many houses. “We really
could not find anything we wanted, so we decided to build,’
says Sandy.

Ten years ago, they moved into their dream home. While
Sandy did some of the decorating herself, she received a great
deal of assistance from designer Randall Neely at Joran’s
Interior Design. According to Sandy, he was an enormous help
with home colors and accessories. The couple liked California
and Mediterranean styles and finally decided to use a bit of
both in their design. Neely describes the interior as “classical
transitional .

Luckily for Sandy and Don, Neely's specialty is floor design.
According to Neely, “People don't do enough with their floors!”
He believes the floor is like “the fifth wall.” He often uses mixed
media on the floors, incorporating stone, wood and glass,
According to Neely, his objective when designing a room is “to
make it beautiful even with absolutely nothing in it.”

The effect can be quite dramatic, as it is in the Howells'
entry hall. One of the few formal areas in their home, this
large, columned room is shaped like a hexagon and features
a hardwood floor set with black marble and terrazzo tile
emphasizing the room’s design. Neely found the perfect rug
to accent the room. With its matching hexagon profile, its
decorative pattern features a star within a star.

Inside and out, the one color that appears again and again
is maroon. And no wonder! Both Sandy and Don are staunch
supporters of Virginia Tech. Don is a proud alumnus and the
couple attends most of their football games.

Design your ideal outdoor living space.

Visit Boxley’s Block, Brick and Hardscape Center and discover how our wide variety of quality masonry
and hardscape materials can turn your outdoor spaces into an attractive, and valuable, part of your home. Stroll through
our outdoor showroom and design center complete with patios, walkways, retaining walls and rows of sample materials.
Our professional staff is ready to assist you and help create the outdoor living space of your dreams.

Boxley Block, Brick and Hardscape Center BOXLEY
110 Lynchpin Lane, Lynchburg, VA « (434) 846-2766 « boxley.com .
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The home was completed in July 2000, and it took a year and
a half to construct. After raising a teenage son and finally looking
toward a grandchild in the future, the Howells decided to make
a few changes and additions. They also wanted to do more
entertaining and looked into ways to make their home more
inviting for both [riends and family.

They decided to focus on the outdoor area to help convey ’
their welcoming spirit. “We built it for personal enjoyment and _
as a gathering place for friends and family,” explains Don. “But _ 38810 Oors
most importantly, | wanted a place for Sandy to relax.” £ Vi :

Don explains that when the house was first built, they 0 jrginid
installed a concrete patio directly off the first level of their home.
Aliter ten years, the concrete was starting to crack and looked
unattractive. So Don pulled up the concrete and put down stone.

“My wife wanted one of those fancy bird bath lountains,” says ; i
Don. “I first planned to go to one of the big-box hardware stores, o I e 20

orestry Hardwoods, Bamboo, Cork & Reclaimed
pick up a kit and install it myself. However; it just so happened, Antique Hardwoods
that same weekend | attended a home builders' show and we met )
Norman.” Morman Tharpe of Water Garden Designs and Tharpe A “"'ﬁ"i‘""“Efl ‘:‘:"‘1 e
Landscaping Co. had an elaborate layout at this local home show. m designs including borders =|m:1‘:r:+.;,s
Don immediately liked the designs but also knew that he could + Carpet » Area Rugs * Ceramic Tile + Laminate
not do this kind of work himself. Tharpe visited their home and
met with Don to discuss his ideas. Soon after, Tharpe returned
with a plan that included everything that the couple wanted in
their garden, and even more.

Tharpe has been in business for 27 years and is quite adept
at building just about anything, “If 1 can picture it in my mind,
then we can build it!” he says. Though his office is based in
Lynchburg, he does work in five states.

Because your home dese

VA Class A Contre
Formerly: Ersan Wood Floors & Appal
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The Very dlemght-ofi Style

1875 Dillard Drive
Salem, VA

540-389-7624
Monday-Friday
7:30am-5:30pm
{Close at 5 on Friday)

Wiwtw.skylinedoor.com

QUSKYLINE

Doors = Windows = Hardware = Paint & Wood Finish

Mortgages without obstacles.

Primel.endingm

A PlainsCapital Company.
We asked for it, YOU got it!
PrimeLending in Southwest VA

Leah Henesy Keisha Brown Carol Potts Faye C__ru_te

(5 61

3549 Electric Road, Suite E » Roanoke, Virginia 24018

The outdoor design that Tharpe planned takes its theme from
the interior of the Howell home. “When [ came in through the
[ront door, I wanted to emulate what the Howells had inside,”
explains Tharpe. The arches and pillars [rom the center hall are
used again in the outdoor living space, echoing the design from
the inside to the outside.

Tharpe’s custom-designed water feature includes a small pond
and waterfall hand-finished with decorative stones and plantings.
According o Tharpe, he designs his water features so very little
maintenance is needed. There is also an automatic control that
keeps the water levels up.

“The outdoor area has been a work in progress,” says Sandy.

It has progressed from a simple water feature to an elaborate
outdoor space with gardens, a waterfall and pond, patio,
sunscreen and a covered outdoor kitchen. What began as just a
small fountain grew and grew. And it is the [ountain that Sandy
really enjoys. “For me, water is very relaxing,” she explains. So
this was an important element in the garden's design.

Morman Tharpe has a knack for taking an idea and finding a
better way to go with it. For example, Don wanted some sort of
screen or awning on the patio to shield them from the sun, The
idea of a sail came up, and at first Don planned to attach it to the
house. But Tharpe said he had a better way!

As he explains, “I was looking at the lamps they have in
the upstairs family room.” These lamps, constructed of an
elongated shape and a contemporary design that Randall Neely
describes as torchieres, were found from Fine Arts, a well-known
manufacturer of fine lighting. “They inspired me, and 1 used the
design for the base of an iron support that includes the silhouette
design of herons in its motif,” says Tharpe. He had Evington
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Ironwork fabricate the support. And Tharpe used this iron base
to hang a completely weatherproofl maroon sail, made from
Sunbrella fabric. Strong enough to withstand hurricane winds,
blizzards and monsoons, the sail is the perfect solution to the
summer’s hot sun. And at night when the patio is illuminated, a
silhouette of the heron on the base reflects onto the side of

the house.

Around the water, Tharpe designed a lovely yet easy-to-care-
for garden. “We wanted to have a nice backdrop and also some
shade, since it is a Southern exposure,” explains Tharpe. 1 did a
stadium-effect with low growers in the front so they do not block
the water feature.” The low-growing evergreen “Creeping Jenny™
forms a dense mat with fragrant yellow blossoms that bloom all
summer long. An ornamental yucca and variegated banana plant,
both tinted in Virginia Tech maroon, add a tropical flair to the
area. Lemon drop crape myrtles and ornamental grasses provide
[ramework and balance to the small garden

Mext they focused on an entertainment and dining area.
When Don suggested that they build an outdoor cooking area,
the result was a large pergola of solid cedar with an entire
kitchen underneath.

According to Tharpe, initial plans left the pergola open. Then
the Howells asked, “What if it rains?” To make the area more
useful, Tharpe suggested they use the same weather-resistant
fabric covering that is used as the sail to protect the area from the
elements. Jelferson Awning of Lynchburg created the awning to
match the sail. And yes, it is maroon, of course. The preparation
and storage area as well as the dining table are all enclosed and
protected from the elements.

Water Garden Designs

<% by Tharpe Landscaping Co. &~

=

Proudly serving
a 5 state area
including VA.
NC. SC. GA.

& TN.
1-800-SUPPLY-1

1-434-821-8619
1-434-821-2305 FAX

6707-B Wards Rd.
Rusthurg, Va 24588

normantharpe@yahoo.com
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Check us out on

FOR ALL OF YOUR EXTREME LANDSCAPING, WATER GARDEN, AND OUTDOOR LIVING SPACES, SEE OUR WEB SITE.

www. WaterGardenDesigns.biz

memagazing. com 37



) /] st
?{/ ) 7w !fﬁflﬁyﬁfjff/?
VISIONS OF SML ART SHOW ~ JUNE 1 -30
JUNE 9TH RECEPTION AND PRIZES
Demaonstrations By Artists David Heath,

L. Diane Johnson & Charles Nivens
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MEET THE ARTISTS — _hﬂsma-mml‘hll
SATURDAY, JUNE 9 June 2 = Connie Logan Painfing Demonstration
FROM 1:00 - 3:00 June 16 = Steve Mitchell Pattery Demonstration

HAND CRAFTED IN AMERICA June 23 — Chris Lively Pottery Demonsiration

16430 Booker T Washington Hwy. » Monla, VA 24121 » Open 7 Days
5407211596 » thalitlegallerysml.com  litlegallerysmi@acl.com

IF YOU DON'T LOVEIT,
WE'LL REPLACE IT FREE.

We promise you'll love the way your
new floor looks, or we'll replace it
FREE - including installation!*®

G UARAMNTEE
*Soe actual warranty at store for details,

FLOOR
EHOME®

7% CARPET ON

wwwWhittCarpetOneSalem.com  (540) 380-4697
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The cabinetry in the outdoor kitchen is specially designed
for the outdoors. Purchased through Custom Wood Products,
the cabinets are made by Atlantis Qutdoor Cabinets. According
to Kim Brickley of Custom Wood Products, their products are
totally weatherproof and can be exposed to the rain, bright
sunlight, snow, and even temperature extremes. The cabinetry
fashioned from a marine-grade polymer called Perma-Panel tha

features UV inhibitors. The product comes in multiple colors ar
will retain its color. It will not warp, crack, split or deteriorate
over time, According to the product specifications, it can stand
up to anything that Mother Nature can dish out!

As with the cabinetry, everything in the outdoor kitchen is
made for the outdoors and is waterproof. “It is pure outdoor

| stuff” says Tharpe. “It can withstand whatever the weather

brings.” Beautiful granite countertops designed and installed
by Premier Stone Fabrication, Inc. in Salem also withstand

any weather. The appliances, manufactured by Lynx, are also
designed for outdoor living, in stainless steel with a seamless
welded construction. As Don points out, “It's a safety thing.” It
very important whenever electrical appliances are used outside

to make sure that they are designed for outdoor use. With a

refrigerator, stove, oven, and even a dishwasher, there is no nee
to travel indoors for anything; serving outside is a breeze.

The outdoor space is also furnished for comfort. Don says tl
National Pools in Roanoke was a “tremendous help with all of
the outdoor furniture—bar stools, dining areas, and the outsid
living room.” The Howells were so pleased with their support
and products that they also used them as a resource for all the
furniture in their sunroom
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The Howell property encompasses five acres, which gives
the couple a great deal of privacy. Bordered by woodlands and
a spacious lawn, the gardens adjacent to the home are beautifully
landscaped.

The surrounding plantings were already in place, so Tharpe
did not need to make too many alterations. The Howells had
specific tastes, wanting lots of low-maintenance shrubbery. The
couple does much of their own garden work, and Tharpe wanted
the grounds to be as easy to care for as ever. So they kept the
existing oakleaf hydrangeas, crape myrtles and other landscaping
around the foundation of the home.

At the front entrance of their home, a center landscaped island
was left as is. It had been well designed and all the plantings are
thriving. An inviting spot, it features barberry bushes and Japanese
maples. Two river birch trees stand on either side of the home and
a pair of spiraling topiaries greets guests at the front door.

When Sandy and Don began the project, they really wanted to
keep everything local. “One of the things that I really believe in
is economic development,” says Don. “I used all local people from
Southwest Virginia." Don had a small business and recognizes
the importance of keeping business home. And he says that the
experience was well worth it. “They were a great bunch of people
and I highly recommend them all!”

Future plans for the outdoor space include a widescreen
television, an outside heat source, a swimming pool, and walking
trails through the surrounding woodlands. According to Tharpe,
Don is.willing to step out of the box and be creative with his
designs. Their home flows from the inside entertainment area
and right on to the owside. It is comfortable and attractive, and
just what the Howells had hoped for. [

Lrea s Tarzest selection af onutdoor furniture.
(e ine el see onre lhage sfowroom!

national pools

Award Winning Custom Inground Pool Builder

£ Call for-a free estimate today!

+ (540) 345-7665 - www.nationalpools.com




